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CITY RULERS

FAVO AL

TAX ON AUTOS

INT E Tl
But Recommend Amendment to

Page Bill So as to Eliminate

Personal Tax on Motor

Vehicles.

Commissioners Declare Amount

Should Be Determined by

Horsepower Basis Oppose

Double Burden.

With the recommendation that it

be amended so as to eliminate the
personal tax on motor vehicles, the
Commissioners sent to Congress
today a favorable report on the bill

introduced by Congressman Page
of North Carolina, to impose a

special tax on automobiles and

motor vehicles in the District of
Columbia based upon horse power.

The board recommends also that
the act become effective January 1,

1917, instead of January 1, 1916,

as provided in the proposed legis-

lation.
The bill provides there shall be

paid annually as a license tax the
sum of $5 for each automobile or
motor vejiicle of not more than 25

horsepower; $7.50 for each auto-

mobile of not less than 25 nor
more than 40 horsepower, and $10

for each automobile of over 40

horsepower.
FAVOR ONLY ONE TAX.

The; Commissioners estimate there are
approximately lO.ono motor vehicles oper-
ated In the District, and that under the
proposed law the averaKe tax collei ted
would be J7.50 for each, making the total
collections J75,ono annual!)

'The advisability of providing for n
double tax, one based on horsepower
and the other a personal tux, ih ques-
tioned," the Commissioners saj. "The
Commissioners believe that only one tax
should be imposed, the amount of that
to he determined by the horsepower
basis, as the double tax, us proposed in I

the bill, would be excessive and burden-
some "

To care for the extra work Imposed
by the proposed legislation the Commis-
sioners recommend that provision bo
made for the employment In the license
branch of the assessor's office of three
additional persons at an annual sulary
of $1,3)0 each.

An adverse report Is made on the bill
Introduced by Concressman Clnik of
Florida to provide for the Incoi nora-tlo- n

of the East Washington Suburban
Railway Companv

Want Utilities Act Amended.
The Public Utilities Commission has

before it a petition to require tho Wash-
ington Railway and Electric Company
to extend Its lines over the same route
as that described in the bill.

"The Public T'tlhtles Commission " thehoard states. "Is of the opinion that Itwould be Inadvisable to lnconorate newstreet railway companies In the Districtsince the act m' ConEress treating' thefcftid commission elves It nowcr to re-quire extensions of existing lines wheredeemed necessary."
Favorable action Is recommended onSenate bill to amend the publie ut.l t ts

?ct. 5? .?" m-o- clp"r!v to define thoJtitlsdlctlon the Public Utilities Com-
mission over the Washington and o'dDominion.

The Commissioners rermW h,h-...,-,i-

on a bill to provide for the gradbv, ahimprovement 01 Pennsylvania avenuesoutheast from Row en ioad to theDistrict line.

Palace of Kaiser
A Submarine Base

Pneumatic Tube Found Leading
to Water's Edge to Carry

Gasolene to Boats
ATHKNS, Feb. 6.- -A pneumatic tube,

two feet in diameter, has been discover-
ed leading from the storeroom of tho
Kalsei's summer paluco on the Greek
Island of Corfu, to the water's edge, ac-
cording to advices leceived hero toda).

Anglo-Frenc- h troops, who occupied
the island recently, believe tusolene
flowed down the tube Into tne tanks of
Austro-tierma- n submarines opeiating
in the Mr htci i alien n

Italian n.iwU nffi'Vi" first suspected
that Corf). is bemt, used by the Gei-mn-

us . sc rtt Milimar'po Wis., with-
out the knowledge of the Gick gov-
ernment I'isguiserj jis flshi'liieu they
cruised about the Island

"

In n small
eninck for several weeks, ob'-cn'p- the
movements of submarines and making
reports to allied squudrons,

DAIf.V fSHVIt 13 Td Al Ul'STA.
Atlantic Coast Leave 3 03 p. m
Through Standard Sleeper Dally Com-
partment Cars Tues. Tliura., S.it Dining
Car Service. Office H06 N. Y ae. nw--U.dvt

fflteatmtafom Wime
Canadian Police Free

Chicago Opera Leader

OTTAWA, Ontario, Feb.
Sherwood, chief of

Dominion police, announced
today that Charles Strony,
detained at Windsor last
night on suspicion of being
connected with the Parlia-
ment building fire, had been
released.

Mr. Strony, who is a Belgian,
is .director of French opera
in the French Grand Opera
Company. He was conduct-
ing a tour in Canada when
arrested. ,

Strony spent the night in the
Windsor jail, giving full vent
to his temperament.

WISH KNEW SEA

m M
Liner Baltic Warned Against

Germans Week Before Ap-pa- m

Brought to Norfolk.

NITW YORK. Feb 5 - The Rrltlsh ad-

miralty knew nt least ,1 week befdre
the liner Annnm arrived at Norfolk with
a Herman nrlze ciew thut German com-
merce raiders vveio at lame In the At-

lantic, aeoofdintr to imssengeis ni living
on the liner Baltic tod.i

Captain Finch, of the Haltte who
commanded the A i able when she was
toipeuoed was win tied bv the admiralty
before sailing from Liverpool on Jan-
uary M to keep a sham lookout for dis-
guised Geinian raiders He was In-

structed specifically to permit no
steamer to appinnch within two miles
of the Raltic unless she was properly
identified

News of tho operations of the com-
merce raiders was a deep secret In
England, however The fact tfiat the
Germans were operating was not pub-
lished In any of the English papers
and passengers only learned of Captain
Finch's Instructions several ela)s afterthe Baltic sailed. A brief wireless mes-
sage brought word to the Raltic of thocapture of the Appam.

Appam Statements Confirmed.
These Btorles. confirmed statements of

the Appam's passengers, who ai rivet,
hero last night, that nt leas two Ger-
man raiders arc at large in the Atlan-
tic.

The Raltic. hovvev ei sighted no
tiamps on til" voy.ice

lo .New VoiK. Pas. Ing thiough innIrish se.i. she. maintained a zig-za- g

course to decrease the danger fromsubmarines She was not convo)eatluougli the war zone hut tin en
ciossed her path belore htiepassed out of the legion of dinger

Trawlers In Irish Sea.
Passing tliroiiKh the Irish Sea, the

Baltic encounteied a fleet of torn -- live
British trawlers, engaged in fishing roi
submarine-- . Moving fft ynidi apuit
und in a seml-clrcl- e, the dipped deep-
ly with steel nets, counted upon to
enmesh am l -- hoat

The Haitic brought 171 pascsngers anda laige cargo o." Trench milliner) torthe Kustei trade

NEW RAIDERS

BUILT BY GERMANS

Two Are at Large Ships

Built Especially to Prey on

Commerce.

NFT YnniC. Teh R Identity of the
nvisxcd H"hw.imai. i.f the Atlantic
which cnp'iiied the Prltlsh liner Appam
off tne Cniini) lsl mds nn Ja'iuarv 1.1

and sent hei to Noilolk a German piizo
of war, was in ide known bv olttctrs
of the oihci Uritish stea'Tiships she
captured and sunk, v hen they ariiv d
heic with the Appam h passcngerh from
Xoifolk on Hit Did Dominion liner Jf-fers.- ni

'Ihese officers wort on uoird the rnid-- r
and had ample time iok her over

frtnii stem tr htern. Thej isieoi;, as
Llcnt. Hans Pi rie. vv h took the Ap-r- m

to Noililk has insisted tint thecaptor was tin Move Hiu t.he wa.
not tho survttnp hip Moewe oi any
othei .loere known In mai lume circle- -

She was a new ini.ht sieaniship(quipped with ,'.inn, - one of tho
sailors from her In the (iet t t theAipun told .Mrs Fiand-- i Fullei, wife
ofthecilonv c'Mer o who was
an Mipani pisen ft the raider vv aa
one rf a fie. t rf til- - e i.uoh frsl f'tt-- d
out Iv the Grimmis to iirev on I ntish
inerchonlmer two , i whl-- nl ready
hnve ma-'- ih. w-- , out of the Kiel
Canal to the 1 igb sins

Lansing Studying Case
Of Appam, May Reject

Claim of Great Britain
Secretary of Stste Lsnslng had lie-fo- re

him tndiv the formal lcquest of
the British government fot the iclease
of the steamer pdmh to Its British
own-is- , and i reipiit of the German
government tbit the .ipim be gianted
nsvluin in Ameiicun vvums as a prize
of war.

I' .is !ilie-ve- l tod- - tht the S He
m nt will reject t)ip illn

inssi "i. i rroucst thit the Apns.m caae
oe decided on the principle expressed
In articie 'i of the v.nfl Hague conven-
tion which refuses the r'ght ot a neu-
tral to harbor a pilze This refusal will
be bused partly on the tact tint Great
Britain refused to ntlfy this conven-
tion and on tl".e further tact thnt tlie
t'nited States has u spccllc tteaty vvlth
Ucrmaii

ALIENS SEIZEDNEW JUVENILE

ASTHEYTRYTOCODETOSAVE

FLEE OTTAWA D. C. CHILDREN

General Round-U- p of All Those
Who Left After Burning

of Parliament.

SWEEPING ORDERS PUT OUT

Bold Attempt- - to Destroy Vic-

toria Bridge Frustrated by

Soldiers on Guard.

OTTAWA. Ontario, Feb. 3. The
greatest round-u- p of allenB ("nee the be-

ginning of the war was by tho
Canadian authorities todiy.

The Dominion pollco have been or-

dered to apprehend all foreigners who
left Ottawa Thursday night when the
$o,noo,onn Parliament buildings were
burned.

Now Seek PlotterH. I

The general belief In Canada now Is

that the fire which destioycd the His- -

toric Parliament building was stnrted
by Gentian plotters. Sir Robert Hor- -

den has Indicated lie Is convinced tho
blaze was Incendlar)

Follow lug another mysterious lire de- -
stroying a big factory monufacturlng
supplies for the government early to- -

iXta'Vi blow1 uV U,S"K,ui vlc'toUa
biidgu ut .Montreal, authorities decided
to take drastic action In an effoit to
rouiiu up linens wuo may no lespnn- -
slble for the audden outbreak of vio-
lence.

Details of the attempt on the Vlctorln
bridge were wiled to the government
officials hen- - A man was seen steal-
ing acioss the ice townid one of tlie
piers and was fned upon li guaicis
alter a searchlight turned upon him
showed his form in bold relief. An
investigation was made about the pier
later today, and It is now believed tne
man may have been drowned.

following the tracks of the man on
the ice, he was traced to the edge or
open water It Is believed that In his
haste to escape when the glare of inn
soaichllght revealed him, the supposed
plottei nmy hnvo fallen Into the river.

o trace of bombs or other explosive

Prevent Record for

:ZrTZLtt:. Wll
' "ean- - and AVJlllam ii. Baldwin, ofwe ,o the

t -- ii oi the river with the mans boi'v asnington.
Tho loss from the fnc wlilch - ,n traiismlttjiig the report to Congress

stroyed the Giant, iiolden A Graham' the Altornty General declared it to bo
factory hero tally today will reac'i his opinion "that the present luvon.taalmost half a million dollars. The fac- - laws of the District of Columbia are
toi. was destroyed n& antiquated. Cople of the report of thothousands of dollars woi lh of haver- - committee and of the prnposcTl re islonsavs, uniforms, tarpaulins and other of the )uenile codo will befor the Canadian expedltionar) ted to Congresa with the hope that they
'u"-- l neio uuincu

Guard On Duly.
As the investigation into the parlia-

ment file continued members and ein-plo)- es

became steadily, Rss Inclined to
accept the fit st repoi ts of the police
thut it would havo been impossible foi
an alien to have stai ted the blaze. It
was declaied It would not have been
necessuiy for a plotter to hae enteied
the loom In which the blaze was dis- -
overed at the particular time the po-

lice say a heavy guard vas on duty
And the older to the police to round

up all aliens leaving the Dominion o-- i

the night of the file Is accepted as final
evidence that tho government believes
an enemy Is responsible for tho destruc-
tion of the costly structure.

A close wuch Is now being kept on
nil forelgneis, who are required to te-po- rt

regular to restrltton officers. Ry
an arrangement with the railways the
numbers und destinations of nil tickets
sold to foreigners are turned oer to
the police.

It was through this system that
Charles Strony was arrested at Wind-
sor.

NEW LAW PROPOSED

TO HANDLE PLOTTERS

Webb Has Bill to Permit Prose-

cution of Hyphenated Con-

spirators Wherever Found.

ul1P A, '"r"JVra,,on "l" to rt"a''
hyphenated conspirators was

b'fore the IJ"He Judlc'arv Comn.lttee
todny Iuttom ced by nulrr'ti Webb,
for thii of Justice, t'o tit II
v ovild cause arrest nnywneie p the
Tinted Ptntr i undei nnv Federal grand
liny and prevent pii.on-ei- s

from PnhtinT etradlt'on before
T'nl'ed P'ntei cemnils.soner.s It voilld
levei.t coin'oKtlorer- - releasing prison-r.- n

nn terl nlcnl siounds
Tntrodurtlon of the messure fol'owi d

recent oipos'tlon of Ttenrv R Martin. I

ntiner Toivressman Fowler of Ill'nols.

' ' ti i v :
VArL M'liarn ot..V.-- nnnBnli.iM, 1.1I- -..., ..,.,,, num.- - 'mniuinvi 1IIU1UL- - I

pipi.ts woro found against them.

Johnson Measure Designed to
Criminal

Small Offenses.

completely

fonsrr.lt-supplle- s

Peparfmen'

IS GIVEN WIDE SUPPORT

Debate on Proposed Measure to

Remodel Code Opens in the

House on Monday.

Because of n defer've I"" there are
more than 4.000 child criminals
In the District of Columbia, '"nrter tc
statutes of the United Spites these chil-

dren would be disqualified for lurv di tv
and from holding office or from erterlng
!'" "iih'le service
Unless the Johnson bill. Just reported

n tlm Ttnnui. District Committee.
)g pa,,,), this extraordinary situation

' wm continue to exist, and th- - seat of
u,,, Xntlonal Government will eentlnne
to HK V(,Brs behind the most advanced
ptates the inntttr of juvenile court
jaWfl llntj practices

Comciessman G. H. Tlnkham. of tho
, j;U,venth Massachusetts district, sl- -

thopn a K.uubllean. has been selected
' , h,n,,,. thl, ui when It eomes to

""or f e """ Th" te may
beeln next Monda. nnd friend i of the
measure hope that the bill will pas
PKrlv . tna, ti. Sonate mav fbd time
to give it consideration before the close
of the session.

Present Laws Antiquated.
This legislation In product of n re-

pot t of committee arpolntcd by the
Attorney general to study tne net'U for
such legislation. The committee wasi
headed by heinard Klexncr. of Chicago,

i 1 n. Id unLt Vi VibttiiK a.illlri.n1
d.scuss juvmiie courb. than are many
juiiKcs oi nicse corns iiieuiecivus, oiner
rrenibera bclnc Ml5i Julia t.athrop,
chief "f the CfaiMren'a P.ureiiu; tho
Rev AVIIIiun. J. Ktrby, of the CaUioilc
Inlvcrslty of America; Salter C.

.may nave our verv earnest considein- -
tlon

Tho trouble with the law which at
present governs the District Juvenile
Court Is that It is essentially a police

(Continued on Second Page )

BELGIAN BORDER

CLOSED TO TRAVEL

Amsterdam Believes Move Ind-

icates Germans Are Prepar-

ing Heavy Drive.

AMSTERDAM. Feb. B -- Tha Relgian
frontier has been completely closed to
all travelers, it was announced here
today This action Is believed to Indi-
cate Important German troop concentra-
tion against the Anglo-Frenc- h lines,
preparatory to a heavy offensive.

AMSTERDAM. Feb. 5 Four hundred
and flftv Germans, attacking Dvlnsk
across the frozen Dwina, were drowned
when the Ico was smashed by heavy
Russian tire, according to a dispatch
received here today.

BERLIN (Via Sayvllle wireless). Feb.
B A German Zeppelin bombarded the
Russian fortifications at Dvinsk yester-
day, the war office announced this aft-
ernoon In a statement reporting only
minor operations on all fronts.

ATHENS, Feb.
troops have occupied the government
ngiicultural school at Salonikl, accord- -
nig to dispatches received here today.

Woman Drops Dead While
Discussing Hotel Fire

ATIJVXTIC C1TV. N. . Feb
the Overbrook Hotel tire with

her mother. Miss Jennio Cooper, thirtv- -
'two. dropned dead In her home here to- -

ntiii- i iii-t- ""uuip t'tUtMV.. -- I - tk. rt -- ,..UI.uMy I'XUIl fllll'lll V Utr HIV, VIlll.ri UC

currrd only a few doora from her homo,

Vvl. '', w .. v.'I ,,i,,Il. l?1!??: T'je,atn'i1",lPJSSL'!!,,,KaVP t,1
.' "'- -
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Fate ofElizabeth Mohr
Rests With Jury; Quick

Verdict Is Expected

A ' '! '':t'., '''''' ''', '.MRQnHK9SkB1BbL ' '''"' "aVv

bv Vndcrwood & Vnderwooil)

ELIZABETH F. 3IOHR.

Court Charges That Accused Widow Cannot Be

Found Guilty Unless Either Brown or Spellman,
or Both, Are Convicted Jurymen Get Case

at 10:30 o'Clock.

PROVIDENCE. R, I.. Feb fi --The
fato of Mis Elizabeth F. Mohr now
rests with the lurv which heard her
trial, on a charge of having hired threes
negroes to murder her husband

The case went to tho Jury at 10 20

o'clock this morning, following the
of Judge Stearns The twelve

men will also cons.der the evidence
against the negroes. Brown and Spell-ma-

charged with the actual killing of
Dr. Mohi

Those In closo touch with the trial
during Its four weeks expect a quick
verdict

Judge Steirns set aside the contention
of Attorney General Rice that Mrs.
Mohr onaluved Victor Brown and Henry
Spellman, using them to suit her will.
If Mrs Mohr Is guilty she can bo
guilty In no greater degree than Brown,
nccused of the actual shooting, accord-
ing to Instructions.

'"I do not think you should pay any
to the fact that one of the

defeminnts Is a woman and two evf
them arc colored men," Judge
Stearns "It would only add to your

w L B N

HEARINGS NEXT WEEK

Persons Prepared to Support
Charges or to Refute Them

May Testify.

Public hearings on tho nomination
tif Louis D. for the Fnited
States Supreme Court will be begun
bv the Senate subcommittee in charg .

next Wednesday, it was decided nt a
meeting of tho subcopimittee todav
Ccrons who are prepared .i.up charges or to refute them win De

Rufus M. Gibbs Dead.
BALTIMORE, Md , Feb

Glbbs. president of the 1'reserv -

"?R, f,mPn;. llf this morning, at
OI .lOnnS JIUIlKinM' lOPpi

IHI Ir was opeictcd upon for
effectlon of ce,

War Prisoners In America
Down at Norfolk Uncle Sam playing jailer to some hundreds

Germans who arrived on several war vessels interned there. Just
these prisoners of and the Government keeps watch on them will

described in a most interesting feature story tomorrow

The Sunday Times

(CoiiyrlBlit

SIRS.

charge

attention

Rrandeis

the

perplexity for me to go Into testi-
mony again

"If Brown or Spellman was
aiding in a scheme te leill the eccu-rant- s

of Dt. Mohr's car It makes no
eiifference whether erne er the other
tlid not do the actual shooting. If

mi find elthel to have been as-
sisting in the crime, you may knovr
the law he Is a principal."

Judi;e Stearns then took up the
nuittei of Joint trial against which
the defense attorneys hud complained
bitterly and justified his decision
which fore cd Mrs. Mohi to trial
Jointly with Prown and Spellman. Ho
declared the law of Rhode Island to
be clear on the matter.

"To inv mind proeedure was en-
tirely legal In this respect " he said.

Judge Stearns Issued a supplemen-
tary Instruction finishing his
pre pat eel address, tolling the Jurors

was no evidence that the ne-gro-

defense wna backed by the
Mohr estate. This was at the re-
quest of the defense He also said
Brown or Spellman. or both, might

convicted, and Mrs. Mohr freed,
under tho luw.

I
TO STRIKE FOR ALLIES

Rome Hears Bucharest Is Ready

to Join Allies at Op-

portune Moment.

Il'WIR. Feb 5 Tho Roumaninn army
Is nine-tent- mohilhed by the tlecree
?F iJ hl 7d& ""if to tm
hJ,cJnML J ,J l",,"5lvaf1,! cf their

J1 ?.' ?' tan half n,
liiillii.ii troops are now lTUivseel along

i tl,p Rulgnilnn and Hungnrlan frontier!
' Private advices iccelved here toda y

tht Be.iimania Is ready to Inter

The Biilcarlan tuvvspiipers declnu- - it
slgniricsr"t that n" 'J.itnnanlar trop3
are ronccnliateil 'lionr the Huslan

' fiontler.
',.'X 'Ji'J TJ .' J":!..'nJ'",5

th(. Hur.g.itlni. frontier, to
n lpfS TPff i Pil Illlt nlio Priiimnninna
Mre erecting stroll? fortricatlons alonp
the Hulgnriun Voider, expecting a Bul-rTrl-

offensive case the) attack
Hungary.

In tho past week Austrian and
German nowspipers havo openly ex-
pressed doubts regarding tho future
rttlturin of the Bucharest government.
Several important elements hive tended
to hasten Rouminla's al'rrnment with
the all'es accoidlng to Bucharest ad-
vices todav

A'l H'lehnrest dispatches 'caching
Home within the pes' fortnight hnve
reported an unmlstnknhle trfnd of pub-l'- c

opinlen tnwsrd intervention on
s'de the allies

LONDON, Fob 5 --Two German regi-
ments, tbe first to on the Greek
border, have arrived of T.iko

an. In the region formerly oecunledbv the Pntlsh. accorillnrf lo Sslonlkidispatches todav Thev reels' i two
Bulgarian reiMin"tits 't was stntol

The 1'allv Mall's Sn'nnlki ,.p.in-de-

rcnon I tbst fine 1 irk h lifnntrv relm. nts an I fot i s. unit ns
cavalry have arrived at Cumuldjina.

' ThnV '' ' '"' vene on the side or ,ho aiiies at thoa majority of the subcommittee fl t rppo,ttinP lnolm.nt'w th,r, of Mr The Bulsnr.ar. go e!n,ont has closedBrandels was Impress-o- that gain-- I thn Pnt,,.c noutnlllnn fronlCI, rxcept-e- dground tcdiv ns a result of tho lnc; lh OI and 1 ebru-tcn- or

of the discussion at the meeting pa rnis!nmng Rotimanli's Intentions.
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DECISION OVER

LUSITANfA NOW

RESTS UPON

THE PRESIDENI

"Breach Impossible," Embassy
Asserts Confidence Ex-

pressed That Crisis Can Be

Averted With Germany.

Reply Fails to Meet Demands of

United States and Full Con-

sideration Will Precede Dip-

lomatic Decision.

The critical stage in the con-

troversy between the United States
and Germany over the sinking of
the Lusitania was reached today
when President Wilson and Secre-

tary of State Lansing gave con-

sideration to the last German
reply.

Full decision is up to the Presi-

dent. The State Department and
German . embassy aamit that Ger-

many has made partial concessions
to the American demands.

But a full compliance with the
demand of the United States that
Germany shall admit the illegality
of the Lusitania attack is refused.

Whether the refusal of Germany
to go to the extreme limit in meet-

ing American demands justifies
breaking off friendly relations with
the German government, is the do
cision the President must make.

CABINET TO HEAR CASE.
No decision is expected until the

Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. Presi-
dent Wilson and Secretary Lansing,
It is said, are unwilling to take final
action on an issue of such gravity
that It may mean war between the
United States and Germany without
the fullest consideration.

There are two developments today
indicative of the hope that a break
will bo averted.

First, It was announced that tho In-
formal negotiations, between Count
von Uernslorff and Secretury Lansing
havo not been broken off.

Second, no special Cabinet meeting
was called for today, but considera-
tion by the Cabinet of the German
submarine situation was postponed
until the regular meeting on Tuesda)

The significance, of these development
Ilea in the fact that it was authori-
tatively announced nt the State Depajt-me- n

after the Lansing voposals wewa
sent to Berlin that if oerinany flatly
rejected the American demands the in-
formal negotiations with tho German
ambassador would be broken off at onco
and a formal note, amounting lo an
i Hlmatum, would bo dispatched to Ber-
lin. Before euch a note went to Retllu,
it was said, the ''nblnet would be called
In session at once to decide on final
action.

"Four or Five Days."
After dollvery of the German reply

to Secretary Lansing by Count von
Bernstorff late yesterday afternoon, t
was announced in the hlghoat official
quaiters that Gcimany had "iruvQe some
concessions that may leoel to further
negotiation," and that "the matters
will bo at Issue for the next four or
five days."

At tho German embassy It Is emphat-
ically nsserted that "a break between
the United States and Germany is out
of the question."

Alarming reports in the Berlin press
wero held to be for home consumption,
to ' cover a retreat "

Tho German ambassador expects to
see Secretary Lansing again today or
Monday for anotner conference.

The extreme confidence displayed by
diplomats Is taken to indicate that the
Geiman ambassador has been given au-
thority to go farther than he has gone
if necessary to meet American demands,

In the interval beforo the Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday the President is
expected to confer with leaders of the
Senate and House Foreign Relations
committees and other members of Con-
gress before coming to full decision on
tho Lusitania question.

Berlin Officials Scoff
At Idea That Lusitania

Note WU1 Cause Crisis
BERLIN, Feh. 6. Despite pessimistic

report.i from English sources, German
officials today scoffed at the possibility
that Germany's refusal to disavow Lusi-
tania sinking will bring an immediate
crisis in the German-America- n rela-
tions.

Further informal exchanges between
Washington and Berlin are certain to
eiccur before Germany frames her foi-m- al

answ' r to the last American note,
it Is stated here. Tbe instructions sent
to Ambassador von Bernstorff this week
call for an answer from an

State Department that probably will re
suit In anotlxr exchtnge of views,
whether the Inlted States aproves oi
d'sspproves the German proposals

It Is rtall7cii here thil the situation
lis t row n more serious In dise-usl-

the possibilities ot a break, the Genna t


